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Candidate   Dawn Marie Acevedo 

 DBN:  
  

25Q154 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I currently sit on CEC25 as Secretary, President of District 25 Presidents Council, CEC Representative 

for District 25 (DLT) District Leadership Team, CPAC, SLT Member of PS154Q, and PTA Secretary 

of PS154Q. With each of these seats that I have held over the past year it has educated me on our 

Districts needs and how to bring resources to our parents to support them in their childs education. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am Dawn Acevedo, a proud of parent of a District 25 Third grader. I currently serve on the PTA and 

School Leadership Team (SLT) of my child's school. I also currently serve as the President of 

Presidents' Council, I am a member of the Chancellor Parent Advisory Council (CPAC), a member of 

the District Leadership Team and I am currently a CEC member. Serving on all these councils and 

committees' in our district, it has given me a great amount of knowledge and resources that I have been 

able to turnkey to our parent leaders and community. I have enjoyed the privilege to serve and it gives 

me great pleasure to apply again to hopefully continue to serve this amazing District. If given the 

opportunity to continue serve on our Community Education Council, I will continue to work hard to 

advocate and find solutions to meet our families and community needs. 

 

Candidate   Rachel Baltodano 

 DBN:  
  

25Q242 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Rmart93@hotmail.com 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I currently serve on the PTA Executive Board for PS 242 as Treasurer. I am a member of the School 

Leadership Team. I volunteer two days a week at the school with the Learning Leaders program. And I 

attend Presidents Council meetings as the PTA Presidents' Designee. Although my children are not 

ELL, I am bilingual in Spanish and have been able to provide translation services for school events as 

well as PTA meetings. 

 

Candidate   Christina Canon 

 DBN:  
  

25Q107 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Actively participated in PTA in 2014 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My personal strive would be for something that is beginning to dissipate in our schools curriculum year 

by year; Creativity. Whether it'd be musically, through hands on art, field trips. Something that awakens 

within our children the desire to explore and discover through creation, rather than flat tablets and 

looping math sentences. Show them how self pride is earned, not taught; and assist them in 

accomplishing it through their own creations; whatever they aspire to be. 
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Candidate   Gina D'Angelo 

 DBN:  
  

25Q079 IEP:  YEs ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been a Parent Member of the District 25 Community Education Council now for 2 years and 

have assisted with coordinating special education speakers and trainings our families in our District. I 

was on the District 25 Parent Empowerment Summit planning committee for the last 2 years. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I love the African proverb - It takes a village to raise a child. We as parents need to work together to 

make a difference in our children's lives. Working with other dedicated parents for the last 2 years on 

the District 25 Community Education Council has been one of the most rewarding things I've done for 

my children and for the children of District 25. I would love to continue to be on the Council and work 

on making more positive differences for our families and schools. Both of my boys are in ICT classes 

and I would love our district to create more support for our families that have children with special 

needs. I hope to get more special education advocates to speak at our meetings and to have them 

conduct trainings for our families. All children deserve a chance to succeed! 

 

Candidate   Gina Delgado 

 DBN:  
  

25Q214 

25Q214 

30Q301 

IEP:  No 

No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Participated in P.S. 214 garden planting to help with children eating vegetables program 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a very hands on parent in my children's education. 
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Candidate   Lisa DeTrano 

 DBN:  
  

25Q242 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was elected to the District 25 Community Education Council (CEC) in 2013 and seek re-election for 

the current term. I am a parent of a second grade special education student in an ICT setting. I often 

advise other parents whose children have special needs and are seeking the appropriate educational 

placement and services. I am employed as a senior attorney for a union legal services program that 

represents NYC employees that could not afford private legal representation. I work on the 

matrimonial unit and represent clients in divorce proceedings including custody and visitation. The 

issues of educational placement and special needs issues are often addressed, discussed and litigated if 

necessary. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I was born, raised and continue to proudly reside in District 25 and have personally attended our 

public schools growing up. I am a product of public education from kindergarten through college and 

law school, having attended CUNY Queens College and CUNY School of Law in Flushing, New York. 

I am committed to making our schools better. There are some wonderful programs and schools in 

District 25 but we still have some work to do. Class sizes are growing and threaten to grow even larger 

in the coming years as populations rise and budgets are cut. I was instrumental in passing a resolution 

on class size reduction in CEC District 25 and have been very vocal about my feelings on class size on 

the CEC. I pledge to continue this fight. I am committed to making sure our local and State politicians 

know that our children's education is a top priority and that we will accept nothing less than a quality 

education in a safe environment. With your support, I look forward to serving on the District 25 

Community Education Council. 

 

Candidate   Joseph Di Benedetto 

 DBN:  
  

25Q169 

25Q169 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am an attorney maintaining an office for general civil practice in the community and have two young 

children who are well on their way to what I hope will be an outstanding education in our NYC public 

school system. Education is the foundation upon which we build our future, and I would want nothing 

more than for our children to learn the key components towards a thriving and successful college 

education. We live in one of the most important cities around and there is no reason why our students 

shouldn't be the best in our country. Students must also understand who they are, how they are 

expected to treat and respect others, and how together they can use the skills they learn to benefit not 

only themselves, but society as a whole. I am not familiar with which concepts are considered in the 

decision making process in our system, but would certainly like to play a larger role in deciding how 

New York City public schools educate our kids. 
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Candidate   Nina Greebler 

 DBN:  
  

25Q164 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My son had an IEP until 5th grade when his issues required him not to continue with one. He was in a 

CTT class and did well, but he is now mainstreamed and doing amazingly well. I have also been 

involved in the PTA as the secretary since 2013. Prior to that I was a Vice President Class Parent and 

Programming in my sons private schools PTA. I worked very closely with my sons former special ed 

and general ed teachers and am extremely versed at the IEP process. I also have sat and currently on 

my sons schools SLT (Student Leadership Team). 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Hi. My name is Nina Greebler. I have an 11 year old who attends our local public school. I am 

currently the PTA secretary at PS/MS 164 Queens Valley School of the Arts. I also sit on the schools 

Student Leadership Team (or SLT). I am very active in my sons school. Prior to my son attending this 

school he attended a private school where I was a Vice President Class Parent and Vice President 

Planning. I was also in charge of special projects there. I worked for over 15 years in the advertising and 

marketing industry and my most recent experience is in fundraising and marketing. I am a wife of 

almost 25 years and a mom of the most amazing 11 year old child. I grew up in the house I currently 

live in and I attended PS 164 Queens Valley. I am honored to be considered for this position. Thanks 

for the opportunity. 

 

Candidate   Bin Huang 

 DBN:  
  

25Q020 IEP:  No ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

joylearning123@gmail.com 

Personal 
Statement 

 

2013-Present. Provider of Joy Learning Center I started an after school program in Flushing since 

2013. During these years, I served many chinese families and students. I know the parents and students' 

need ,especially the Chinese immigrants' families. so I really want to be a part of Education Council, to 

be a true voice for the Comminity. 

 

Candidate   Robert Kapovic 

 DBN:  
  

25Q285 

25Q184 

25Q184 

25Q184 

IEP:  No 

No 

No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Currently filling a vacancy on The CEC for District 25. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have 4 children that attend schools in District 25, I attended the same schools myself growing up. I 

have always involved myself in our community in anyway possible. Although, I have only been on the 

board for a short time, I do feel like I am making a difference & I am enjoying it at the same time!. 
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Candidate   Mandeep Kaur 

 DBN:  
  

25Q021 

25Q021 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

 

 

Candidate   Jung Dong Kim 

 DBN:  
  

25Q185 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

jdkim@kimlegalservices.com 

Personal 
Statement 

 

As an attorney I received certification to be a law guardian, representing children in family court. I have 

also served as a volunteer instructor at inner city schools in Cleveland Ohio. I have also taught Sunday 

school for several years. 

 

Candidate   Li Mei Li 

 DBN:  
  

25Q120 IEP:  No ELL Yes 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been working as teacher's aid during summer time and after school programs for more than 4 

years. I have knowledge and experience of helping ESL students improved their school works. I also 

helped parents getting more involved on the school activities and what the school had offered to them. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

School is the fundamental source of knowledge where our children learned from. School is the place 

where our children are being nourished. Therefore, I will like to part of the team whom helped and 

monitor what is going on in school today, tomorrow and in the future. 
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Candidate   Guadalupe Marino 

 DBN:  
  

25Q219 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Since my son was in Special Education, 9 years now, I have made it my mission to advocate for him, to 

get him the best education possible, to help him learn and excel in school. Since my son has had an 

EIP since 2004. I volunteered as a "parent member" at my local district office. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am a very active parent in my son's education. I participate in all meetings about IEP's, evaluations, 

testing. I go beyond the requirements of NYC Education Department and consult with a 

Neurodevelopmental Pediatrician to keep up with new developments, techniques or therapies available 

to my son to help him progress and learn and be part of the regular population. I question everything to 

insure it is the correct fit for my son. I visit, call, and email with the teachers to help my son's progress. 

To understand where he has difficulties learning and find different methods to help him learn. My 

believe in education- If a child does not learn the way you teach them, then you must teach them in a 

way they learn. 

 

Candidate   Karen Mauney 

 DBN:  
  

25Q499 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

United Neighbors Civic Association- Youth Coordinator...Girl Scout volunteer 5 years...Pediatric nurse 

for 15 years. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have a vested interest in the betterment of all children. I have worked with children in many 

capacities, as a nurse, in Girl Scouts and as a Youth Coordinator. The children are our future and 

many don't have the resources to be successful. I am presently a nurse for a law enforcement agency. In 

the past I worked in pediatrics at Elmhurst Hospital. I have dedicated myself to investing in children's 

futures. I have a Facebook page designed especially for the advancement and entertainment of children 

called Karen's Keynotes. The page gives details on different functions and resources available such as 

plays, museums, internships, free educational websites, free parks admissions, young adult programs 

etc. 

 

 

Candidate   Gabriella Scaldaferri 

 DBN:  
  

25Q169 

25Q294 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I am currently a teacher in the Manhasset School District, before that I was a teacher in district 25. 

Being a teacher, has exposed me to teach Special education students, and English Language Learners. I 

feel having this exposure and background makes me a strong candidate. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I feel that being on CEC has opened my eyes to the wonderful things that are happening in our district. 

I have truly enjoyed my time on the board. I also feel that our job is to make sure that the children of 

District 25 receive everything that they are entitled to, and also to help make this district the best that it 

can be. 
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Candidate   Shalini Shekar 

 DBN:  
  

25Q020 

25Q189 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Served on School Leadership Team for 4 years. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am mother of 2 children who attend school in District 25. I served on my children's School 

Leadership Team for 4 years. As a parent, I understand the importance of education and parent 

involvement. I speak English, Hindi and Punjabi. 

 

Candidate   Jin Song-Erdey 

 DBN:  
  

25Q219 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have always believed in serving the community and helping others. We, as a family, have been the 

members of College Point Civic Association and we always paid close attention to the interests of the 

public and the community. My husband and I were instrumental in installment of the speed bumps in 

2011 by rallying the public support and lobbying for the safety of the community's children with the 

local politicians. I also have volunteered in the activities at my son's school. I work as a social worker at 

the one of this community's major hospitals and I have always believed in serving the community and 

helping others on a professional level. Since I work closely with the children and families, I see the 

demands of the parentsâ€™ and families' needs for representation and I believe this opportunity will be 

the beginning in addressing this demand. On personal and professional level, I have familiarized in the 

special education system along with IEP process, especially since my son has been diagnosed with 

autism. Moreover, I am a first-generation immigrant, who navigated the education system for English 

Language Learners, and witnessed the challenges and difficulties as well as positive outcomes. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I strongly believe in education and that it is the individuals' and the society's responsibility to render the 

best education possible to our children. As I stated earlier, I have experienced the challenges in 

navigating the education system as a student of English Learner and also a mother of a student with an 

IEP. I also have closely worked with the children and families at work, who a lot of times, face the 

challenges as they address their education issues. On personal and professional level, I have seen the 

need and demand for guidance and representation for the parentsâ€™ of the children in the public 

education system. As with any parent of the children in the public school system, at times, the processes 

and the policy are difficult to understand and navigate without appropriate guidance and representation. 

I would be honored to serve on the Council to be able to represent those parents. 
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Candidate   Diallo J. Stevens 

 DBN:  
  

25Q165 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

As an involved and concerned parent, I have participated in various PTA functions and school 

activities, concerning both pre-school/UPK and public school. I am currently participating in the 

Masterful Parenting education series being taught at my daughter's school. I have participated in various 

neighborhood block associations and civic/community meetings. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

With a Kindergarten Gifted and Talented student and another daughter due this summer, proper 

educational support is always a top concern. I believe my experiences supporting and participating in 

various community activities as well as my professional experience as a Licensed Real Estate Associate 

Broker position me well to add value to the CEC representing the interests of all parents and students 

in our community. 

 


